August, 2011
Dear Sledge Hockey Player

Welcome to SMD/Sledge Hockey Manitoba.  The season will start September 24th with a junior open house.  This free event will be open to all registered and interested junior age players.   The open house will be for a 2 hour slot starting at 1:00 pm and ending at 3:00 pm.
Senior and Intermediate players have a 2 hour slot for an open house scheduled for October 2nd from 3:20-5:20 pm.  This session is open for registered senior/intermediate players and for interested senior/intermediate age players. 
An RSVP prior to the open houses are required to ensure equipment is available for new and returning players.  Please contact Bill Muloin at bmuloin@smd.mb.ca or call 975-3261
Sledge Hockey News:
Last year saw an increase in numbers for the sport with growth seen in all age groups. Additionally, we had our best year ever in terms of tournament participation and travel.  Last year Renald and his coaching staff embarked on a trip to Fargo for a weekend series.  Additionally, Manitoba sent a junior squad, an intermediate player and a senior A squad to compete in the Western Canadian Sledge Hockey Championships.  Finally, Winnipeg hosted Edmonton in a 3 games series in April that proved to be very challenging for everyone.  However, we learned a great deal and hope to reach an elite level in the future.  

Sledge Hockey Goals for 2011/12

Goal #1:  
Sledge Hockey Manitoba will be entering a B senior squad 
into the 


London Ontario Sledge Hockey Championships January 28, 29th.  



Tryouts will be required.
Goal #2:  
Sledge Hockey Manitoba would like to enter an 




Intermediate Squad into the London Ontario Sledge Hockey 


Championships held January 28/29.

Goal #3:    
Sledge Hockey Manitoba would like to enter a junior team into the London 

Ontario Sledge Hockey Championships held January 28/29. 

Goal #4:    
Sledge Hockey Manitoba would like either host the junior Fargo 


team or travel to Fargo again for a mini tournament.

Goal #5:         
Sledge Hockey Manitoba would like to send a senior B, 



intermediate and junior squad to Alberta for the Westerns;


Will depend on commitment and funding.

Goal # 6:    
Sledge Hockey Manitoba would like to start recruiting a



volunteer committee to start preparations for hosting a 



tournament for 2013 or 2014.   


Parents, players interested should contact 
Bill. 
Program Objectives:

Sledge Hockey Manitoba has a desire to provide skill development, a competitive environment, fun and opportunities for players of all abilities to participate in out of Province Events.  As a result, our 2011/12 Sledge Hockey Schedule has been modified to meet these goals. 
Travelling Senior B/Developmental Ice Time:  Please read carefully********

Players 13 and over (who do not require assistance), and players not currently on the Travelling B Squad will practice with the Senior Travelling B team:  However, game slots have been established for everyone who is 13 and over and not currently on the Travelling B squad.  This additional ice time will provide players who are not on the Travelling B squad opportunities to work on their game at their own pace.  Players from the travelling senior B team cannot participate in an intermediate game unless invited to fill out a roster. 
The opportunity to play within one’s skill level is very exciting and will provide an opportunity for players to develop skills such as skating, stick handling and game concept.  It will also provide coaching staff from the Travelling B team an opportunity to assess player strengths.  
Travelling B Team Coaching Staff:

Scott Coates

Gord Dmytriw

Bill Muloin player/coach

Junior/Recreational Ice Time:

Junior/recreational ice time has been setup to meet the needs of players who are under the age of 13 and/or utilize a push handle for assistance.  The focus for this age group is to work on fundamentals such as skating, puck movement, turning, fun etc.  Junior program can recruit players from the intermediate level who are 14 and under to fill out rosters during games.

Ice Time Objectives:

Based on feedback from players, the committee decided to adopt a 2 practice to every game format for the upcoming season.  Our goal is to work with present and future players to ensure we provide an environment that nurtures and develops the abilities of every player.  As a result, the ice schedule has been setup to provide a learning environment for everyone regardless of level.

Mini Tournaments:

To add elements of fun and competition mini tournaments have been scheduled prior to Christmas and at the end of the season.  Tournament schedule reflects Senior, Intermediate and Junior.

Mini Tournaments will follow the same recruitment process:  Senior B travelling team can recruit from intermediate squad to assist with filling out rosters; Intermediate can call up from junior or recruit from Senior B team to fill out rosters.  
To locate your ice time please refer to the Sledge Hockey Manitoba Website for complete schedule details.

With assistance from Society for Manitobans with Disabilities Sledge Hockey Manitoba has secured 56 sheets of ice at MTS Iceplex that has been evenly split between all categories.
Registration fee for all players has been set at $175.00 for the entire season.  However please see the following category:  This fee is tax deductable.  
Intermediate/Senior extra practice ice fee:

Based on feedback players would like to purchase extra ice. To address this need Sledge Hockey Manitoba is asking every player from the Intermediate and Senior squad who wants extra ice to add $100.00 to the registration fee.  This extra ice fee will be used to purchase extra ice and will usually fall on a weekend at a local rink.  The amount of additional ice will be determined on how many individuals sign up for extra ice.  For example, if five players commit to purchasing additional ice that will equal approximately 3 extra ice sessions.  If a player commits to extra ice and is unavailable for a scheduled ice time a refund will not be provided.
***All extra ice will be booked at least 2 weeks in advance to allow players to make arrangements to attend.
Registration payment:
Junior/Recreation/Intermediate and Senior players not wanting extra ice:  a payment of $100.00 and the completed registration form must be sent by September 24th, 2011.  The balance of $75.00 must be submitted no later than Dec 31, 2011.  Payments and registrations can be brought to the open house.
Players wanting extra ice: a payment of $200.00 and the completed registration from must be sent by September 23rd, 2011.  The balance must be submitted no later than Dec 31, 2011.
Anyone not returning the registration form and first payment will not participate unless arrangements have been made with Bill Muloin.
If you require further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me at bmuloin@smd.mb.ca or 975-3261.

Sincerely 

Bill Muloin

SMD/SHM

